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ABOUT

The Thurgood Marshall College Fund (TMCF), formerly the Thurgood Marshall Scholarship 
Fund, is named for the U.S. Supreme Court’s fi rst African-American justice. It was established 
in 1987 under the leadership of Dr. N. Joyce Payne in cooperation with Miller Brewing Co., Sony 
Music, the National Basketball Association (NBA), Reebok, and the American Association for 
State Colleges and Universities.

TMCF is the nation’s largest organization representing and raising funds for publicly-supported 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) and Predominantly Black Institutions 
(PBIs) and the students they serve. TMFC supports its member-schools and students through 
scholarships, programs, research initiatives, strategic partnerships, capacity building and 
advocacy, making the organization a vital resource in the K-12 and higher education space.

Through its talent sourcing and professional development programs, the organization also 
serves as a resource for major corporations and government agencies seeking human capital, 
thereby providing employment opportunities for career-ready students.  

Its ability to build the capacity of its member-schools to thrive in the increasingly competitive 
higher education space makes the organization an indispensible asset for faculty, sta�  and 
leaders of the schools supported by TMCF. With an intense focus on the critical, high-need areas 
of information technology support, instructional communications, research and development 
and sta�  training through national conferences, TMCF’s o� erings are fundamental to the 
advancement of both students and TMCF member-schools.  

The organization also maintains e� ective bi-partisan working relationships on Capitol Hill. 
Through strategic advocacy work, TMCF has adopted a proactive advocacy position that all but 
ensures that the issues confronting publicly-supported HBCUs and PBIs are well represented 
to congressional leaders and policy makers.  

To date, the organization has awarded more than $300 million in assistance to students and its 
member-schools. TMCF distributes 98% of its awards exclusively to HBCUs and PBIs, which is 
more than any other organization that supports the Black College Community. TMCF has also 
achieved the highest level of accreditation from three major non-profi t review groups: Charity 
Navigator (4-Stars), Guide Star (Platinum Level Participant) and Better Business Bureau - Wise 
Giving Alliance (20 out of 20 standards).
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