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• Introductions 
• Common Core & Higher Education
• Overview of ELA and Math Shifts
• Next Generation Assessments
• Literacy and Assessment
• Analyzing Text Complexity

Agenda
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• Making WebEx interactive!
• Who is here? 

– Tell us your name and what you are 
teaching this semester using the “Chat” 
Feature on the right

The Webinar
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The Common Core

                          http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/ 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/11-12/
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Why is the CCSS Important to Universities?

www.wordle.net 

http://www.wordle.net
http://www.wordle.net


WHERE EDUCATION PAYS OFF®

• Use complex texts
• Use evidence from a text
• Incorporate the use of text sets
• Increase content knowledge
• Develop written and oral competencies
• All students achieve high standards
• Demonstrate knowledge through assessments

University Expectations of Students
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The Common Core

http://www.corestandards.org/about-the-standards/frequently-asked-questions/ 

FACT MYTH

A set of K-12 standards that provide a framework of skills and 
understanding to prep for college and career

A prescribed curriculum or pacing guide that limits how teachers 
design their day to day teaching

Developed by 48 states, territories and the District of Columbia Mandated by the Federal Government

Included input from variety of teachers and teacher organizations 
(AFT, NEA, NCTE, NCTM), high approval rating from teachers

Forced on teachers without input or buy-in

The standards build upon each other and include suggested 
supports for scaffolding

The standards are developmentally inappropriate and aren’t 
appropriate for all students

Two main testing consortia (PARCC, SBAC) developed 
assessments aligned with the standards.

The tests are designed to collect private student information and 
make money for companies. 

http://www.corestandards.org/about-the-standards/frequently-asked-questions/
http://www.corestandards.org/about-the-standards/frequently-asked-questions/
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The Shifts - An Overview of the CCSS Standards
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Standards Need Assessing
What do you see as a major difference?
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Standards Need Assessing
What do you see as a major difference?
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• Assessment FOR 
learning, not assessment 
of learning

• Real life examples
• Scaffolded higher level 

application
• ALL classes using texts

Desired Characteristics of Assessments
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• One characteristic that 
many K-12 teachers are 
finding very helpful is the 
concept of text complexity

• What does text 
complexity mean to you?

Texts in assessments means teachers are 
using texts in all parts of classes
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• CCSS seeks to have all students reading 
grade level texts (this is a process!)
– What is a grade level text? -- 

Quantitative analysis is one easy tool
• Programs have been designed that 

can measure the word count, word 
length, sentence length, paragraph 
length
– Lexile
– ATOS (Accelerated Reader)

Choosing Texts that Challenge Students
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• If you were teaching a hypothetical lesson on “Intro to 
IEPs”, what text would you choose?

• Let’s look at an example that students might find
– Open this page on IEPs 
– Open a new tab and Google “ATOS Text 

Analyzer”
– Copy/paste the first three paragraphs 

Choosing Appropriate Texts

https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/special-services/ieps/understanding-individualized-education-programs
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• This text - what are positives and negatives?

The Analysis

• You already provide your students with complex texts, and 
the goal now is to explicitly teach them what a complex text 
is and how to use them throughout a class
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You choose to have your students read the original 
Public Law 94-142. 
• How would you scaffold for a student with an 

SAT verbal score of 500? 710?

Ways to Scaffold for Diverse Learners

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/STATUTE-89/pdf/STATUTE-89-Pg773.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/STATUTE-89/pdf/STATUTE-89-Pg773.pdf
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• Assign selected portions (the abstract or 
other filtering techniques)

• Offer the reading in advance AND read it in 
class

• Offer as part of a text set (great for 
introducing the concept of research)

Suggested Scaffolding Strategies
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• How do you see yourself using “text 
complexity” as a topic in your class?

• Q&A?

Explicitly guiding students in selecting 
complex texts
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