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•  ELA shifts in instruction 
•  unwrapping standards 
•  create clear learning targets    
•  learning target and assessment match 
•  critical consumer of  media 

Overview 
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•  K- What do you know about the Common Core 
State Standards? 

•  W- What do you want to know about the 
Common Core State Standards? 

•  L- What have you learned about the Common 
Core State Standards? 

K-W-L 
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Initiated by the National Governors Association 
(NGA) and Council of  Chief  State School 
Officers (CCSSO) with the following design 
principles: 

• Result in College and Career Readiness 

• Based on solid research and practice 
evidence 

•  Fewer, clearer, and higher 

Background of  the Common Core 
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• State led initiative  
• NGA and CCSSO collaborated  
• Took best of  state standards and 

internationally benchmarked them 
• 2009 CCR Anchor Standards released 
• 2010 CCSS released 
• Not national standards  
• Different states are at different levels of  

implementation. 

How did CCSS emerge? 
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ELA/Literacy:  3 shifts 

1.   Building knowledge through content-rich 
nonfiction  
 

2.  Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in 
evidence from text, both literary and 
informational 
 

3.  Regular practice with complex text and its 
academic language 
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            “Unwrapping” standards 
 
1- Identify key concepts by underlining 
important nouns or noun phrases 
 
2- Identify skills by circling the verbs 
 
3- Create a graphic organizer to represent the 
“unwrapped” concepts and skills 
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Types of Learning Targets – Using the Cognitive Rigor Matrix to design targets 
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Where	  Am	  I	  
Going?	  

Provide	  students	  
with	  clear	  and	  
understandable	  
vision	  of	  the	  
learning	  target	  

R. Stiggins, J. Arter, J. Chappuis, & S. Chappius (2006) Classroom Assessment for Student Learning. ETS. 
Portland, OR. 
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•  If  the learning is unclear to you then  
– You will not be able to make it clear to students.  
–  It will be unclear what to teach and how to 

assess. 
–  It could be interpreted different ways that could 

lead to significantly different learning 
experiences. 

•  Create learning targets that are inherent to the intent 
of  the standard. 

•  Sometimes the benchmark or standard is stated in a 
manner that is clear and may only need to be 
categorized to determine which method should be 
used to assess the intended learning.	  	  

Clear Learning Target 
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Knowledge Reasoning Performance 
Skills 

Product 

What knowledge or 
understanding is 
required to become 
competent on this 
standard? 

What reasoning (if  
any) is required to 
be competent on 
this standard? 

What performance 
skills (if  any) are 
required to demonstrate 
competence on this 
standard? 

What product 
competencies (if  
any) are required by 
this standard? 

Remember, not all standards have all of  these as underpinnings and some standards may 
only need to be ‘classified’ to assist with assessing students’ learning. 

Types of  Learning Targets 
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Cognitive Scaffolding and Targets 

Knowledge 

Reasoning 

Performance 
Skills 

Products 
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Intent of   
Performance 
Expectation 
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1. Deconstruction of  a standard should occur only if  it 
makes the standard clearer- sometimes you don’t know that 
until you try to deconstruct it.  

2. There are no “product‟ targets/standards for reading. 
“Product‟ target/standards in mathematics require 
students to produce a concrete tangible item; a simple 
sketch/drawing is not math product.  

3. Phonics targets are typically knowledge targets. 
Mathematical procedures where students follow 
memorized rules or algorithms are knowledge targets 
because they only require procedural knowledge.  

	  

Rules of  Thumb for Deconstruction  
of  Standards 	  
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	  4. Only “performance skill‟ in reading involves reading aloud, 
where the only way you could have evidence of  attainment 
of  the standard is to LISTEN to students. Everything else in 
reading is either knowledge or reasoning. The only 
“performance skills‟ in mathematics include standards 
where you would actually have to OBSERVE students so 
you can SEE or HEAR them to know if  they mastered the 
target.  

5. A product target will not always have an accompanying 
performance skill target. Product targets sometimes produce 
evidence of  target attainment that do not require a „direct 
observation‟ of  performance. (i.e., using the writing process 
to complete an assigned piece of  writing). Teachers do not 
always need to SEE or HEAR the students drafting their 
ideas. The finished product will provide the evidence.  

Rules of  Thumb for Deconstruction  
of  Standards 
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6. Performance skill and product targets assure that educators do not 
“scantron their way through life.” The “screener” for determining 
whether or not a standard is a performance skill or product target is 
that it cannot be assessed accurately using selected response or extended response 
assessment items. Performance skill targets and product targets require 
observations, „other‟ assessments, or specific products (that would 
be beyond any typical extended written response) that focus on degrees 
of  QUALITY, not just right or wrong.  

7. Don’t belittle the knowledge category – knowledge does not equal 
“easy or simple.‟ Knowledge includes procedural knowledge-- 
KNOWS HOW, as well as KNOWS THAT and KNOWS WHEN. 
(Tying your shoe begins as a skill, but becomes procedural knowledge 
once you have mastered it).  

Rules of  Thumb for Deconstruction  
of  Standards 
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8. Product vs. Learning Task: Some standards may seem to imply that 
a “product” is called for when in fact WE impose a notion of  
HOW we would teach or look for mastery of  the target (assess). 
In that case, the standard probably doesn't have an underpinning 
product target. Be sure when you are deconstructing standards 
that the FOCUS is on the learning intended– and not the 
instructional lesson or activity you would design.  

9. “Comprehension”, just like” understands”, is a FUZZY term (i.e., 
different people interpret it in different ways). If  you use that 
word in a target, it needs to be more clearly defined.  

10. The ultimate reasons we categorize standards/targets include:  
a. To reflect the true cognitive demand needed  
b. To inform the best (valid and efficient) assessment method for 
gathering defensible evidence of  student attainment  

Rules of  Thumb for Deconstruction  
of  Standards 
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Example of  the work  

Performance Expectation 
•  K-PS2-2  
 
How to use: 
•  Activity 4.2 
•  Activity 4.4  
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Activity 4.2   
 Target – Method Match Template  

 
Take each LT: 

 Determine what type of  Assessment 
Method would be appropriate for each.  

PROTOCOLS 
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•  While using K-PS2-2 look over the 
learning targets created in each section 
and Match the Learning Target with the 
Target Type and what type of  assessment 
could be used to assess that target.  

•  Evaluate the number of  each type of  
assessment used.  

•  Note: You could check more than one 
assessment type. 

Learning Target Match  
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•  Selected Response  
– Multiple choice 

•  Extended Written Response 
•  Performance  
•  Personal Communication 

– Anecdotal notes from verbal discussion 
with student 

Types of  Assessments 
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•  Take the assessments given to you and 
match each question or activity to the 
correct Learning Target assessed (could 
possibly be more than one assessed)  

•  What patterns and/or concerns do you 
see?   

•  What changes would needed to be made 
with these activities/questions?  

	  

Assessment – Learning Target Match 
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•  Once you have examined the LT’s and 
determined what type of  assessment 
method you should use look for/create the 
assessment questions. 

•  Once you have selected the questions/
activities/extended response items use 
Activity 4.4  Audit an Assessment for 
Clear Learning Targets to assess what 
targets are assessed for each question.  

Assessment Creation 
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1)  Find the Standard or PE within your 
subject that you wish to work with. 

2)  Begin to deconstruct the standard/PE 
using the forms provided 

3)  Once the deconstruction of  the standard 
is complete use the Learning Target 
Match form to check for connection and 
match. 

YOUR TURN 
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Thank you for your time! 
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