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● Hallie Booth
○ Kentucky Department of Ed
○ Literacy Specialist - Math, Sci, ELA
○ @alwaysreach1

● Joanna Schimizzi
○ Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools
○ Biology Teacher
○ @mrs_schimizzi

Introductions
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● The most commonly asked question by 
teachers

● Why ask this question? (small round 
table discussion)
○ Include references to short pre-reading article 

by NPR 
● What other questions do we need to 

ask? (small group brainstorm) 
○ (share out via Today’s Meet)

“What does a CCSS-aligned 
classroom look like?

http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2014/06/04/318232292/what-does-a-good-common-core-lesson-look-like
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2014/06/04/318232292/what-does-a-good-common-core-lesson-look-like
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2014/06/04/318232292/what-does-a-good-common-core-lesson-look-like
https://todaysmeet.com
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1. Design a question focus. (What is a CCSS-

aligned lesson?)

2. Produce questions. (You did this)

3. Work with closed-ended and open-ended 

questions. (ID each of your questions as open-

ended or close-ended.)

Question Formulation Technique
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4. Prioritize questions. (Focus in on 

supporting teachers)

5. Plan next steps.

6. Reflect

Questions Formulation 
Technique
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https://www.renaissance.com/Products/Accelerated-Reader/ATOS/ATOS-Analyzer-for-Text
https://www.renaissance.com/Products/Accelerated-Reader/ATOS/ATOS-Analyzer-for-Text
https://www.renaissance.com/Products/Accelerated-Reader/ATOS/ATOS-Analyzer-for-Text
https://www.renaissance.com/Products/Accelerated-Reader/ATOS/ATOS-Analyzer-for-Text
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● Based on the shifts
● Have clear indicators for teacher and 

student actions
● Non-evaluative
● Growth-based
● Most effective in collaborative planning, 

reflection cycle

Instructional 
Practice 
Guides
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● Find the Shifts in the IPG 
○ Regular practice with complex texts and their academic language

○ Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in evidence from texts, both 

literary and informational

○ Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction

● How does the IPG help with the problems of 
the “Hermione Granger Syndrome”? (Share out via 
Today’s Meet)

Explore an IPG
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● CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, 
what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of 
key details in a text.

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RI2.2 Identify the main topic of a 
multiparagraph text as well as the focus on the specific paragraphs 
within the text.

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RI2.4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RI.2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., 
captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic 
icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY. RI2.6 Identify the main purpose of the text, 
including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.

What does a literacy lesson look like?
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● Watch ~ 60 minutes of the video - from www.
teachingthecore.org 

● Note-take on IPGs and sticky notes during video
● Small group debrief (20 mins)

○ Record on chart paper the top 3 indicators 
you saw

● Whole group debrief of common themes

Watch an example, fill out the IPG

http://www.teachingthecore.org
http://www.teachingthecore.org
http://www.teachingthecore.org
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● Tweet time
○ Use Twitter to share out 

■ one amazing thing you heard today
■ mention at least one other participant in your 

Tweet
○ Use the #TQRP
○ Reply to one other participant

Takeaways
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Based on the video the teacher has chosen the following three 
learning targets for her student learning outcomes:  

Classify the learning targets as met or not met during the lesson 
and what evidence would you use to defend your choice

● Students will be able to read content rich non-fiction material at the 
second grade level and above.

● Students will be able to gain facts about Emperor penguins 
regarding their habitat, food, behavior/ adaptations, and body 
covering.

● Students will expand their vocabulary by focusing on vocabulary 
that appears in the text.
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▪ What knowledge will students need to 
demonstrate the intended learning?

▪ What patterns of reasoning will they 
need to master?

▪ What skills are required, if any?
▪ What product development capabilities 

must they acquire, if any?
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Intentional Teaching 
means . . 

All instruction and 
classroom activities are 
aimed at specific learning 
targets.
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Teacher Benefits of using Learning Targets

•Know what to assess
–Select appropriate assessments

•Clarity on what instructional activities to plan
–Intentional teaching

•Ability to balance “in Depth” with “Coverage”

•Know What your assessments reflect at a 
finer grain

–Reflects exactly what you will teach and   
students will learn

–Able to use assessments to further learning
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Clear Learning Targets are: 

Specific to what and how

•Usually consist of concept (noun), skill (verb), and often a 
specified context

Teachable/learnable using a variety of instructional activities, 
strategies, contexts, and tools.

•One component in a sequence of scaffolded 
accomplishments—focused on what is to be LEARNED
. . . as opposed to

•A single approach or activity is the only approach possible with 
the given target; not transferrable to another context

•Only focused on what is to be DONE (activity)
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Read the learning target given to your group.

Discuss and decide if it is:

1.Effective
2.Somewhat effective
3.Ineffective

Review the results and make any changes on 
your poster paper in a different color
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Instructional Practice Guides  

● 2D - Questions are sequenced to build knowledge by guiding 
students to delve deeper into the text and graphics. 

● 3C - The teacher encourages reasoning and problem solving by 
posing challenging problems that offer opportunities for productive 
struggle.
● Students persevere in solving problems in the face of initial 

difficulty. 

35

Remembering that the CCSS standards are a guide for the skills 
that students have, you will need to scaffold to support individual 
students and support student growth over the year.
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What questions do you ask?

Your class just finished reading 
“Little Red Riding Hood”
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The Cognitive Rigor Matrix

● Uses Bloom’s Taxonomy which 
emphasizes the main action of the task

● Uses Webb’s Depth of Knowledge which 
emphasizes the complexity of mental 
processing required

Describe the process of photosynthesis. 
Describe the effect of limited CO2 on photosynthesis.
Describe how the products of photosynthesis can be 
used as alternatives to fossil fuels. 
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Types of Learning Targets
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